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OPINIONS

P resident Donald Trump’s decision last week to
remove protection for 800,000 immigrants who
came here illegally as children was both cruel

and thoughtless.
Pressed by hard-liners in his administration and

hemmed in by his own campaign rhetoric, the presi-
dent punted. Rather than announce the decision
himself, Trump sent beleaguered Attorney General
Jeff Sessions out to announce an end to the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals program. But in char-
acteristic fashion, the president quickly undercut his
own policy by tweeting that if Congress doesn’t act
to fix the problem, he will revisit his decision. It was
pure Trump — all impulse and no thought.

The ball is now in Congress’ court — where it has
always been. President Barack Obama’s decision to
protect so-called “dreamers” through executive
means was fraught with danger. It was never a per-
manent fix; it was just a way to ensure that those
who had violated U.S. law through no fault of their
own could remain in the country they called home
without fear of being deported, as long as they
obeyed the rules. As I argued at the time, President
Obama was well within his authority to decide that
these young people were not a priority for deporta-
tion — but to provide real security to these young
immigrants, Congress needed to pass legislation.

The votes are there to pass a bill to protect child-
hood arrivals, but it will require bipartisanship of
the kind not seen often during the 115th Congress.
Democrats are ready to vote for a bill to put dream-
ers on the path to citizenship; the issue has become a
virtual litmus test on the left. And despite the ugly
rhetoric on the right and the anti-immigrant fanat-
icism in the GOP base, there are enough Republicans
who favor helping dreamers to get legislation
through both houses. The trick will be getting a bill
to the floor. But Trump may have given House
Speaker Paul Ryan and Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell the perfect excuse to buck the
extremists in their party.

In an Oval Office meeting with congressional
leaders this week, President Trump decided to throw
his fortunes in with Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer and House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi
by backing the Democrats’ proposal to keep the
government funded and raise the debt ceiling for
three months instead of seeking a longer-term debt
and funding solution favored by his own party. The
decision took Republicans by surprise — though it
shouldn’t have. Trump is nothing if not fickle. He
rode Republican anger to the White House, but he
has no commitment to conservative principles or
loyalty to a party he opportunistically embraced. But
this betrayal also gives Ryan and McConnell an op-
portunity to move forward on legislation that re-
quires Democratic votes to pass.

The biggest impediment to passing legislation to
give childhood arrivals permanent resident status
has been the reluctance of GOP leaders to bring a
bill to the floor that the majority of their members
do not support. The “Hastert rule” has kept immi-
gration reform from coming to the House floor since
2013, when then-Speaker John Boehner decided to
block any immigration reform bill that could not
muster majority support among Republicans. But
Speaker Ryan could ignore the Hastert rule, which is
not a formal part of House rules but only a partisan
tactic, and allow one of the fixes to move forward.

President Trump has done his best to humiliate
Republican leaders in Congress, so why do they owe
him any degree of loyalty? If Congress hopes to ac-
complish anything in the next year and a half, McCon-
nell and Ryan will have to carve out a path of their
own. It can begin with recognizing that dreamers are
Americans in every way that matters. Half of dream-
ers came when they were 6 years old or younger. They
have attended American schools, graduated and gone
on to be employed at rates higher than their American-
born peers. They can and should be asked to give back
to the country by paying taxes and serving in the U.S.
military. The alternative would be to deport hundreds
of thousands of young, productive workers. Why
would anyone want to see that happen?

Linda Chavez is the author of “An Unlikely Conservative:
The Transformation of an Ex-Liberal.” To find out more about
Linda Chavez, visit the Creators Syndicate webpage at
www.creators.com.
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Fear versus fairness 
The Sunday Citizen-Times provided an opportu-

nity to see the difference in perspectives of the
insurance focus from BCBS and Mission’s focus on
providing health care for one million citizens in
our region. One emphasizes fear; the other, fair-
ness. All the points made by the insurance agent
Washel were countered by Dr. Paulus, and right-
fully so. The method of negotiating that BCBS,
with its insurance techniques, is bullying, not give-
and-take negotiating. Mission has been owned by
our community for more than 125 years. They
always accept all patients, billing them according
to their ability to pay.

Mission is responding to the health care market
after focusing on the needs of the patients. The com-
petition in the provider market is dramatic, with
Novant, Carolinas Healthcare, UNC Healthcare, all
existing in Western North Carolina face-to-face with
Mission. In the same AC-T issue, on another page, is
a listing of educational and informational services
provided by other fine health care institutions in
WNC. They, as does Mission, use many resources to
try to educate and improve healthy lifestyles to
prevent expensive healthcare bills. They also com-
pete with Mission. Where is the competition in the
market which BCBS faces? 

Again, fear vs fairness. Mission is offering fair
suggestions to resolve the disagreement. BCBS is
using expensive advertising to bully-fear our citi-
zens. We can only hope BCBS board and its new CEO
will understand the financial need hospitals have to
continue to earn, through excellent care — the gold
stars referenced by Mr. Washel.

Bob Burgin, Asheville

Football shouldn’t run on 1A 
The AC-T used to have a sports section which,

except on puzzle day, could conveniently go straight
in the recycle bin. Now it appears we are to get foot-
ball on the front page of the news section every
other day, too. Are Asheville and the rest of the
world really that lacking in news?

John Mycroft, Asheville

Disrespect isn’t progressive 
Despite the shouting and interrupting by card-

carrying (literally) progressive bullies, the recent
town hall by U.S. Representative Patrick McHenry
was instructional and well-handled. McHenry re-
sponded to questions about health care by saying
that 15 percent of the population is without health
insurance now, the same number of people as before
Obamacare. While many people joined the govern-
ment health insurance plan, about the same number
lost their coverage.

The bigger government solution is a single-
payer system (more government control over us),
but McHenry believes other health options should
include all of us as well as more insurance choices,
not less.

Rep. McHenry’s genuineness, courtesy, patience,
expertise on subjects, reason and intelligence over-
shadowed the orchestrated hostility by shouters who
I believe cannot win on issues and facts, so instead
bully individuals who do not agree with them. It’s
sad to see such groups here exhibiting disrespect

for elected officials and voters. No wonder so many
people are leaving the “progressive” party.

Janet Burhoe-Jones, Asheville

Immigrants have given us more than they’ve taken 
El Trump promised a great wall across the U.S.

border with Mexico. And he promised that Mexico
would pay for it. 

I am against this wall because it is silly and will
be ineffective. But I should point out that in a very
real sense, Mexico has already paid for things more
useful than a wall. Undocumented Mexican im-
migrants — mostly not drug dealers or rapists —
have contributed their muscle, sweat and ideas to
the U.S. economy for more than a century. They
have paid billions in taxes to the U.S. Treasury and
to state and local coffers. In return they have re-
ceived little from that Treasury. Not Social Security
or Medicare, because these require documents. Not
much at all has come their way from our govern-
ment, except the use of roads and public buildings, a
little, often grudging police protection, and emer-
gency medical attention.

They have also given us their children, who have
worked as hard as their parents and have served in
our military.

We don’t need a wall. We do need these young peo-
ple, with their ideas and energy, to provide prosperity
for our nation of immigrants.

Marvin J. Wolf, Asheville

Wisler deserves a second term 
Having sat side by side on City Council for two

years with Vice Mayor Gwen Wisler, I can attest to
her focused clear-headed approach to city govern-
ment. Gwen asks the tough questions that lead to
better outcomes. On a range of issues she has provid-
ed sensible and pragmatic leadership that has served
well our city and its residents.

An undervalued asset sometimes overlooked by
voters is continuity of leadership. From my perspec-
tive, Gwen Wisler has earned a second term on Ashe-
ville City Council. I am hopeful you will join me in
supporting her.

Chris Pelly, Asheville
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